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Why should we care?

Microcredentials
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Technology is 

driving Radical 

Change in

Employment and 

Societies



www.microcredentials.eu

Rate of Change is 

increasing
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Occupational Sectors increasingly 

focus on Skills rather than 

Qualifications or Professions

Digital Skill needs for TVET

Source: VDI (2018) 
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Degrees are 

losing value 

as currency 

for 

employment

Which factors are most important when hiring potential employees?
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Megatrends

• Increasing cost of Higher 

Education

• No more jobs for life

• Employer demands for 

flexibility and reaction times

• Move to skills-base rather 

than qualification base

• Decreasing value of a 

degree
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Summary ?

• The value of degrees and 

qualifications is 

decreasing

The End of 
Traditional Education 

and Degrees
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Is the Future 

already Here?
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The European Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance

call on Higher Education Institutions to

enable flexible learning pathways; 

use different modes of delivery

encourage a sense of autonomy in learners

ESG 2015: Standard 1.5 – Student-centred learning, teaching and assessment
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Microcredentials

Sub-unit of a credential or 
credentials that can be stacked 

into larger credentials

Typically 2-30 
ECTS-equivalents
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Netflix 1: Screenshot
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University of 

Barcelona

Investing & 

Microfinance

University of 

Edinburgh

Wind-Power 

Engineering

University of 

Malta

Solar-Power 

Engineering

University of 

Stockholm

Circular 

Economy 

Policies

Stanford 

University

Climate 

Modelling

John quit his job as a 

lab technician to 

become a sustainable 

energy investor.

He uses micro-

credentials to prepare 

for his new profession.

MOOCs make pathways like this possible
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Lifelong Learning

is increasingly valued
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Growth of the MOOC
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Micro-

Credentials 

are gaining 

value for 

employment

Which factors are most important when hiring potential employees?
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Megatrend

Rise of  .High Quality

Micro-Credentials
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Megatrend

Rise of  .Non-Accredited

Higher Education
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Summary

• The value of degrees and 

qualifications is 

decreasing

• New Models of 

Education are Thriving

The End of 
Traditional Education 

and Degrees
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Should I go 

to 

University?
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Higher Education and Tertiary Education 

Qualifications are still in increasing demand
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Burning Glass (2014: Moving the Goalposts: How demand 

for a Bachelor’s Degree is Reshaping the Workforce

Many Professions

have upgraded

to requiring degrees
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Summary

• The value of degrees and 

qualifications is 

decreasing

• New models of (higher) 

education are thriving

Degrees are 
booming

The end of 
Traditional Degrees
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Moving from THIS

• Fordist Model of Production

Moving from a

Fordist model of Education

is unprecedented
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University of 

Barcelona

Investing & 

Microfinance

University of 

Edinburgh

Wind-Power 

Engineering

University of 

Malta

Solar-Power 

Engineering

University of 

Stockholm

Circular 

Economy 

Policies

Stanford 

University

Climate 

Modelling

To have

value

these micro-credentials 

have to be recognised

by his future employer
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Making this Possible
10000 Universities

500 Courses per Uni

5 million micro-credentials

26 trillion 

possible combinations!

(of 5-credential packages)
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Micro-Credentials require an educational moonshot of our times
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Welcome to the

Masterclass


